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10765-25-DEVEP

April 25, 2001

«Name»
«Address»
Dear «Name»:

I am writing this letter to clarify the approach the Morice Forest District is taking in regards to the draft Forest Ecosystem Networks (FENs) that were developed in 1994.  The FEN consists of core areas, corridors, and linkages was developed prior to the introduction of The Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act.  They are not consistent with current government direction provided in the Landscape Unit Planning Guide.  This issue was raised in the past resulting in me providing direction in December 1998 on how the FEN should be used.  At the time this direction was given, it was thought landscape level biodiversity objectives would be established within a very short time through the landscape unit planning process.  However, because landscape unit planning has not yet been completed there has been a tendency to misinterpret the pre-code FEN as a mandatory operational planning tool.

The original concerns that were raised regarding the FEN have not been resolved.  There is no legal requirement to use the pre-code FENs.  The FENs were designed using biological habitat information as outlined in a document prepared by Ralph Kossman, R.P. Bio., June 2, 1995.  The draft FEN identifies important wildlife habitat areas throughout the district.  These areas were identified utilizing the best information available at that time.  In some cases, FEN design missed significant wildlife habitat areas or placed a FEN in areas of low habitat value.  However, in the absence of a more precise district wide inventory, the FEN provides a good approximation of the location of wildlife values.  During the review of operational plans, I will consider that the FEN has correctly identified wildlife habitat areas.  If this assumption is incorrect, I request that the additional clarifying information be provided.  

Portions of the draft District Bark Beetle Strategy are based on the pre code FEN design.  Ministry of Environment, District licensees and the Ministry of Forests jointly developed the strategy.  When implementing this strategy if a plan proponent believes the underlying assumptions that determined the location of the FEN are incorrect they should bring that information forward.  

Landscape level biodiversity objectives can only be hardwired into the planning process once they are legally established through landscape unit plans.  Until that happens, the draft FENs should be considered as best approximations of areas containing wildlife values.  The fact that the Bark Beetle Strategy uses the draft FENs does not change their status.

If you have any questions with the direction provided, please contact Debbie Janning-Stewart or me at 845-6200.

Yours truly,

W. J. (Bill) Warner, R. P. F.

District Manager

pc:
Brian Fuhr, Habitat Section Head

Dionys de Leeuw, Senior Habitat Protection Biologist

Bill Quinn, Regional Staff Manager 

Ingrid Russell, SBFEP Officer

Ted Traer, Tenures Officer

Dave Nakashoji, Field Operational Supervisor

Mike Buirs, Planning Officer

John McInnis, Morice District
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(  THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA IS AN “EMPLOYMENT EQUITY EMPLOYER”  (

Ministry of 
Forests
Morice Forest District
Location:
2430 Butler Avenue
Houston, BC
Mailing Address:
Bag 2000
Houston, BC  V0J 1Z0

Tel:
(250) 845-6200
Fax:
(250) 845-6276
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